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Norham  &  IsSandshires  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area — 47,011  acres. 

Population  (estimated) — 4,590. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 1,480. 

Rateable  Value — £18,065. 

Sum  represented  by  Id  Rate— £75. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

These  remain  unaltered.  Farming  is  the  primary  industry  in  the 
district.  Salmon  fishing  provides  a  livelihood  for  a  considerable 
population  along  the  Tweedside  and  on  the  nearby  sea  coast,  whilst 
coalmining  at  Scremerston  Colliery/ provides  the  bulk  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  in  that  section  of  the  district. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total.  Male.  Female- 


Live  Births 


Illegitimate  8 
Legitimate  64 


2 

27 


Still  Births  .  2  1 


Deaths 


76  45 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis — Nil. 

„  other  puerperal  causes — nil. 


6  )  Birth  rate  per  1000 

37  j  Population — 15.68. 

,  |  Rate  per  1000 

1  1  Births— 27.7. 

^  /  Rate  per  1000 

f  Population — 16.55. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year — 


All  infants  (per  1000  live  births) — 55.4. 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1000  legitimate  live  births) — 46.8. 
Illegitimate  infants  (per  1000  illegitimate  live  births) — 125. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 8. 
„  Measles— 0. 

„  Whooping  Cough — 0- 

„  Diarrhoea — 1. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area 

Medical  Officer  (part-time) . Herbert  F  Park,  M.B.,  Ch.  B., 

Norham. 

Sanitary  Inspector  .  A.  N.  Senior,  M.S.I.A.,  East  Ord. 

Laboratory  Facilities  .  County  Labatory,  Newcastle. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Since  July  5th  the  Ambulance  service 
is  provided  by  the  National  Health  Service.  The  nearest  is  stationed 
at  Berwick.  Two  vehicles  are  available,  one  for  general  purposes 
and  one  for  infectious  cases. 

Nursing — The  Nursing  services  are  also  provided  under  N.H.S. 
and  at  present  the  Nurses  in  the  district  work  much  the  same 
districts  as  under  the  County  Nursing. 

Hospitals.-— There  is  no  change  in  the  Hospitals,  save  that  they 
are  now  incorporated  in  the  N  H.S. 

Berwick  Infirmary  is  available  for  general  nursing  and  Castle 
Hills  Maternity  Hospital  for  maternity  services. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  water 
position  during  the  year. 

The  gravitation  supplies  to  Norham  and  Horncliffe  area  con¬ 
tinue  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

At  Cornhill  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  is  still  under 
consideration  by  the  water  engineers — for  pumping  and  treating 
water  from  the  Tweed— to  supply  ail  the  Cornhill  area.  The 
Council  have  acquired  the  water  supply  at  Longridge  Towers  and 
its  development  will  relieve  matters  in  that  area. 

Regarding  Holy  Island,  a  scheme  to  supply  water  from  the 
mainland  has  been  drafted  and  is  now  under  consideration. 

In  various  other  parts  of  the  district  the  lack  of  good  water 
supplies  is  still  acute;  for  example,  Castle  Heaton,  Riffington, 
Harperidge  and  the  Beal  area.  None  of  the  existing  supplies  are 
plumbo-solvent.  There  has  been  no  contamination  of  supplies  and 
there  is  no  form  of  treatment  carried  out. 

Particulars  of  piped  supplies  follow. 

Drainage  and  Sewage.— Beyond  extending  the  present  systems 
to  serve  the  new  building  sites,  there  have  been  no  major  changes. 

Scavenging. — The  system  of  scavenging  in  force  for  household 
refuse  continues  to  prove  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  no  gross  pollution  of  streams  in 
the  area. 


Housing. — There  is  still  a  great  need  for  more  dwelling  houses. 
The  completion  of  many  new  Council  houses  this  year  will  ease  the 
situation  a  great  deal,  but  the  supply  cannot  satisfy  the  actual  needs 
for  some  time  to  come-  The  standard  of  housing  throughout  the 
area  is  also  poor. 


PARISHES  WITH  PIPED  SUPPLIES  OF  WATER 


Number  of 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses  with 
Standpipe 

Parish 

Houses 

with  W.C.s 

with  Bath 

supply  only 

Norham  ... 

220 

120 

90 

70 

Norham  Mains 

19 

3 

3 

16 

Hornclilfe  ... 

80 

19 

58 

10 

Loanend  ... 

24 

8 

8 

13 

Shoresdean 

44 

30 

30 

13 

Duddo 

31 

23 

23 

8 

Felkington 

16 

15 

15 

1 

Thornton  . . . 

29 

3 

3 

14 

Grindon 

18 

2 

2 

12 

Longridge 

15 

6 

2 

8 

Kyloe 

161 

64 

48 

91 

Ancroft 

333 

117 

45 

211 

Holy  Island 

106 

22 

14 

106 

Twizell 

45 

13 

14 

22 

Ord 

129 

70 

61 

40 

Comhill 

139 

36 

23 

89 

Totals 

1409 

601 

409 

724 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Smallpox  . 

. . .  — 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  ... 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

...  3 

1 

Measles 

...  70 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

Cebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

...  1 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

...  1 

1 

Total 

Deaths 


1 


4 


Age  periods. 


0 

1  year 

5  ' 

15 
25 
35 
45 
55 
65  + 

Totals 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

..  1 

1 

1  ... 

..  1 

1 

l  3 

—  — 

1  ... 

—  — 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. — This  is  again  very  slight, 
measles  comprising  the  bulk  of  the  notifications.  The  incidence  of 
Tuberculosis  is  also  very  slight. 


I  am. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


July,  1949- 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1948 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside 
London)  Regulations,  1935,  1  herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 


NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTION ;j  MADE 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Part  Two — Sanitation  and  Buildings 

...  76 

Part  Three — Nuisances  and  Offensive  Trades  ... 

20 

Part  Four — Water  Supplies 

64 

Part  Five — Notifiable  Diseases  ... 

1 

Total  Visits,  etc. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

.  • 

161 

Part  Two — Inspection  of  Insanitary  Houses 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

.  ...  12 

12 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  and  Classified- 
Category  1 — Houses  to  standard  in  all  respects 

-1,000 

fit  for  human  habitation  . 

Category  2—Houses  to  standard  and1  fit  in  all 
respects  save  for  MINOR  repairs 
and/or  provision  of  a  bath  and  hot 

...  97 

and  cold  water  supply 

Category  3 — Houses  below  standard  in 
FACILITIES  but  otherwise 
structurally  fit,  and  requiring 
alteration  or  amendment  to  attain 

...  229 

facilities  standard . 

Category  4 — Is  worthy  of  reconditioning  to 

...  188 

attain  standard  in  all  respects 

...  297 

Category  5 — should  be  condemned  . 

...  189 

Total 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

1000 

Part  One — Unsound  Food  . 

4 

Part  Three — Other  Foods  . 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  . 

...  15 

Total  Visits,  etc.  «... 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

•  .  . 

19 

Visits  in  connection  with  infestations  . 

THE  PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

34 

34 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petrol  ... 

...  10 

10 

1236 
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OTHER  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

(a)  In  connection  with  repairs  to  Council  Houses  ...  90 

(b)  With  Tradesmen  in  connection  with  repairs  to 

Council  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(c)  In  connection  with  the  Control  of  Civil  Building  ...  80 

(d)  In  connection  with  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(e)  Miscellaneous  Visits,  Interviews,etc.  ...  ...  72 

Total  Visits,  etc.  ...  ...  290 


TOTAL  VISITS,  INTERVIEWS,  INSPECTIONS,  etc.  1526 


NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Informal  .  15 

Statutory  . Nil 

RESULT  OF  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES 

Drains  Repaired  .  4 

Removal  of  accumulated  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  Repairs .  6 

SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  WORK  DONE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.s  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fumigation  (a)  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Verminous  Premises  .  1 

FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Substance  Reason  for  Condemnation 

Prunes — 30  lbs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Putrescence 


Grapefruit — 8  x  2  lb.  tins  ... 

•  »  •  .  •  . 

Tins 

‘k  blown  ” 

Peas — 1  x  1  lb.  tin  ... 

•  •  • 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

do. 

Evaporated  Milk — 3  tins 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

do. 

Marmalade — 1  x  2  lb.  tin  ... 

... 

do. 

Jam — 2  x  1  lb. 

Fermentation 

Syrup — 3  x  1  lb. 

•  •  • 

do. 

Tinned  Apples — 4  x  2  lb. 

tins 

... 

Tins 

“  blown  ” 

SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Water — Chemical 

7 

6 

1 

Bacteriological 

13 

8 

5 

COMMENTARY 

Scavenging.—The  scavenging  scheme  for  the  whole  district  is  now  well 
established,  and  is  working  very  satisfactorily.  The  few  complaints  re¬ 
ceived  throughout  the  year  have  been,  in  the  main,  trivial,  but  have  been 
given  prompt  attention.  The  three  tips  at  Scremerston,  Salutation  and 
Crammond  Hill  are  the  only  ones  in  use  on  the  mainland,  and  the  controlled 
method  of  refuse  disposal  is  being  practised.  All  unauthorised  tipping 
elsewhere  has  been  curtailed. 

Refuse  disposal  on  Holy  Island  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  but 
there  is  some  improvement  compared  with  previous  years.  Owing  to  the 
Island’s  unique  position  in  the  District  Council  area,  day  to  day  sanitary 
supervision  cannot  be  maintained,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  attitude  of  the 
inhabitants,  makes  the  problem  of  refuse  disposal  there,  an  almost  insoluble 
problem.  The  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  on  the  Island  is  very 
essential  to  ease  this  disturbing  problem. 
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Water  Supplies. — The  District  Councils  Consulting  Engineers  have 
prepared  schemes  for  piped  water  supplies  in  the  Cornhill,  Holy  Island, 
Scremerston  and  Fenwick  areas.  If  these  schemes  blossom  into  fruition, 
the  area  could  then  be  considered  more  or  less  adequately  watered,  as  the 
Thornton  supply,  servicing  Horncliffe,  Norham,  Shoresdean  and  Thornton 
has  fully  answered  all  demands  from  these  parishes. 

Housing. — Progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  has  been  disturb¬ 
ingly  slow  during  the  year.  Although  the  scarcity  of  materials  is  not  now 
nearly  so  acute  as  previously,  building  labour  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  this 
area,  resulting  in  the  tardiness  of  house  construction. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. — More  than  a  thousand  working  class  houses 
in  the  area  have  been  inspected  and  classified,  and  of  these  over  six  hundred 
are  in  urgent  need  of  major  repair  and/or  structural  alteration  to  attain  the 
standard  in  all  respects.  This  is  a  depressing  figure,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
the  need  for  assistance  to  property  owners  to  repair  and  recondition  these 
houses  in  the  face  of  present  day  high  building  costs  is  very  real.  The 
introduction  of  an  Act  in  1949,  such  as  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act, 
1926,  would  be  a  great  incentive  towards  the  reconditioning  of  substandard 
dwellings. 

Rodent  Control. — During  the  year  the  District  Council  took,  advantage 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Circular  N.S.19.  and 
initiated,  a  comprehensive  scheme  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area  for  the 
extermination  of  rats.  This  drive  is  being  very  successfully  pursued. 

Building  Licences. — Throughout  the  year  92  applications  for  building 
licences  were  received.  Of  these,  91  were  granted  and  1  was  refused. 

Schools. — The  Hampshire  Privy  System  is  prevalent  in  nearly  all  the 
schools  in  the  area.  The  installation  of  a  water  carriage  system  has!  been 
urged  in  the  schools  where  piped  water  and  sewerage  is  available  as  in  East 
Ord  and  Scremerston. 

Plans. — ’Throughout  the  year  the  following  plans  for  the  erection  and 
alteration  of  properties  have  been  submitted  to  the  Council.  Number  56: — 

implement  Shed,  Castle  Heaton  Farm,  Cornhill. 

Petrol  Tank  and  Pump,  Grindon  Farm. 

Portable  Garage,  Earsdon  Cottage,  Horncliffe. 

Implement  Shed,  Borewell  Farm,  Scremerston. 

Additions  and  alterations  to  Holy  Island  Vicarage. 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  cottage  at  Church  Lane,  Holy  Island. 

Implement  Shed,  Cat  Inn,  Cheswick. 

Alterations  to  Station  Master’s,  House,  Coldstream  Station,  Cornhill. 

Erection  of  Four  New  Cottages  at  Norham  East  Mains. 

Underground  Petrol  Storage  Tank,  West  Kyloe  Farm,  Beal. 

Erection  of  Berwick  Corporation  Pumping  Station  at  Thornton  Mains. 

Proposed  Dwelling  House  at  Chain  Bridge  Loanend. 

Petrol  Tank  and  Pump,  West  Longridge  Farm. 

Dwelling  House  and  Shop,  Caralille,  Scremerston. 

Erection  of  Explosive  Store  at  Blackhill  Colliery. 

Canteen  Kitchen  at  Scremerston  C.  of  E.  School. 

Workshop  at  The  Garage,  Norham. 

Canteen  Kitchen,  Holy  Island  C.  of  E„  School. 

Canteen  Kitchen,  Beal  C.  of  E.  School. 

Erection  of  5  New  Farm  Cottages  at  Scremerston  Town  Farm. 

Alterations  to  Grooms  and  Gardeners’  Cottages  at  Berrington. 

Erection  of  Sanitary  Convenience  at  Main  Street,  Norham. 

Implement  Store  at  Kentstone  Farm,  Beal. 

Alterations  to  Cottage  at  Horncliffe. 

Proposed  New  Coastguard  Cottages  at  Holy  Island. 

Erection  of  Garage  and  Coalhouse,  Fenham,  Beal. 

Petrol  Storage  Tank,  New  Heaton  Farm. 

Proposed  Entrance  Porch,  River  View,  Horncliffe, 


Installation  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  to  5  Farm  Cottages  at  New 

Heaton  Farm,  Comhill. 

Proposed  new  house  at  Greenlawalls  Farm,  Duddo. 

Erection  of  'Bus  Shelter  at  East  Loanend. 

Installation  of  W.C.  at  Church  Hall,  Horncliffe  E.  P.  Church. 
Proposed  Extensions  to  Whinstone  Quarry  at  West  Kyloe. 

Erection  of  Implement  Shed  at  Grindon  Farm. 

Proposed  alterations  to  Cottage  at  Duddo. 

Erection  oi  New  Cottage  at  Melkington. 

Erection  of  Village  Hail,  Shoresdean. 

Proposed  implement  Shed  at  Felkington., 

Proposed  alterations  to  Vicarage  at  Norham. 

Construction  of  a  New1  Parking  Space,  Provision  of  New  Access  and 
improvements  to  existing  access  at  Scremerston  Garage. 
Proposed  Petrol  and  Oil  Tanks,  Fenwick  Steads,  Belford. 

Proposed  Dutch  Barn,  Berrington  Law  Farm. 

Canteen  Kitchen,  Shoreswood  C.  of  E.  School. 

Water  Service  Reservoir  at  South  Ord. 

Petrol  Tank  and  Pump,  West  Newbiggin  Farm. 

Packing  and  Storage  Shed,,  Bankhead,  Chain  Bridge  Road,  Loanend. 
Proposed  New  House,  South  Ord  Farm. 

Implement  Shed,  Oxford  Farm,  Scremerston. 

Erection  o  Garage  at  Norham. 

Underground  Petrol  Tank,  Salutation  Inn,  Norham. 

Alterations  to  Old  Egypt,  Tiptoe,  Cornhill. 

Erection  of  New  workers’  Cottage  at  Tiptoe,  Cornhill. 

Addition  of  Boiler  House  at  Scremerston  Miners’  Welfare  Institute. 
Installation  of  Bathroom  and  Sanitary  Facilities  at  Rosebank,  Norham. 
Proposed  Eleven  K.V.  Transmission  Line  from  existing  Ord  line  to 
Scremerston  Hill,  Scremerston  Town  Farm  and  Scremerston  Village. 
Disinfection. — All  premises  where  infectious  diseases  have  occurred 
have  been  disinfected,  as  well  as  all  schools  in  the  infected  area. 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds — Milk  Supply, — During  the  year,  dairies  and 
cow  byres  have  been  inspected.  Structurally  the  buildings  are  generally 
very  poor  but,  on  the  whole,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  fairly  good. 

Slaughterhouses. — The  2  in  the  District  are  not  now  used  as  such,  as 
Meat  Supplies  are  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  from  outside  the 
District. 


I  am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


34,  Eastern  Lane, 
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 
July,  1949. 


